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Public Authority Board Members To Take Law, Ethics Lessons

By BRADLEY HOFPE
Special to the Sun
It's badk to school for board members
of public autharities in New York Seae
starting this month. Under a law signed
by the governar last moath, board mem-

Metropolitan Transpocta-
tion Authority and other state public
authorites zre now required to take les-
soms in ethics, law, and personal and fi-

Ome of the first rounds of raining
seminars is schedaled for February 24
in the city, The City University of New

bl LH]
hasting thee all-diry training sessions.
Governor Pataki on January 15
signed the sweeping Public Authorities
Accountability Act, which called for
codified principles for board members,
a new Public Autharity Bu Orifice
to keep track of the financial satus of
the state's 744 public authorities, and

the appointment of an imspector gener-
al to make the authorities more trans-
parent, among other changes.
One of the seven leaders involved in
the training sessions, Robert Paaswell,
i the lectures will make board mem-
bers more i af their appaint-
erd. As mmmmtﬁmk “ﬁ
membsers are pi BURETTION,
counties, the
maka decisions in the spirit

;  ppointed
them, he said. Mre Paasmeel] is a former
head of the Chicage Transit Awtharicy
and the director of the University Trans-
portation Ressarch Center at City Cal
lege of Mew York “The puhlic should ex-
pect that when a board gets the mining,
they will be a little more responsive (o
the public’s interests,” he sabd.

Three sessions already have been

held ar locations across the state, buat
board member sttendance was volun-
tary. The new law requires all new and
current board members (o participate
in the

The director of the Straphanpers
Campaign, Gene Bussianoff, himself an
advocate for subway riders since the
1980%, said while the training is & good
blea, it jgn't strong enough to correct the
imbalances of power in the MTA.

The training comes on the heels of an
apneuncement in January through

ich three more MTA officals agreed
toy pary back memey that the New York
State Ethics Commission said they ac-
cepred improperly. Nineteen officials
have broken ethics rules since Decem-
ber 200H, according to the commission.
InMay 2005, the MTA created a rero-tol-
erance policy for gifts received by em-
ployees from companies invalved with
the authority.



